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Manufacturing Techniques and Variability: Incipient Jomon Pottery
from the Sankakuyama I Site, Kagoshima, Japan

Fumie Iizuka, Masami Izuho, Pamela Vandiver, and Koji Okubo
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Abstract: Conventionally, pottery has been considered in relation to Neolithization processes. However
the timing of the advent of pottery is varied; a better understanding of pottery in comparisons with
other technology and behaviors related with the Neolithiztion processes is needed. As part of research
that examines the timing of Neolithization, this paper explores manufacturing techniques of the Incipient
Jomon pottery from the Sankakuyama I site on the Tanegashima Island of the Kagoshima Prefecture, Japan. We
used visual analysis and xeroradiography as the analytical techniques. Results showed that although the

previous research had argued coil building, Sankakuyama I pottery may have been mainly made by adopting

layered slab techniques.
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