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Dobira-Kama-Ato (Dobira Kiln Ruins), located in Miyama, Higashiichiki Town, Hioki City, Kagoshima
Prefecture, is one of the oldest kilns used to produce Satsuma-Yaki (Satsuma Pottery).

Satsuma-Yaki (Satsuma is Kagoshima's former name) has an unfortunate origin involving Japan and
Korea. In 1592-1598, Hideyoshi Toyotomi, the ruler of Japan at the time, ordered his military leaders
to conquer Korea. Then Yoshihiro Shimadzu, the military leader of Satsuma-Han (Satsuma clan),
forced Korean potters to move to Satsuma-Han bringing their method for making pottery. Kushikino-
Kama-Ato, located in Shimomyo, Ichikikushikino City, Kagoshima Prefecture, is said to be the first
kiln to produce Satsuma-Yaki. It was a single-chamber kiln rising up a slight slope of a mountain
(climbing kiln), and mainly produced pots and jars for storage. After that, it is believed, but it has not
been confirmed, the potters moved to Miyama, Higashiichiki Town, Hioki City, Kagoshima
Prefecture, and built Motoyashiki-Kama (Motoyashiki Kiln). Details, such as location and form, are still
unknown. Dobira-Kama was the next kiln built in the area near Motoyashiki-Kama.

In the excavation of Dobira-Kama-Ato, a climbing kiln with a ditch to protect it from a rainwater,
structural remains that may have been used for workshops, and a vast number of pieces of pottery
were found. This climbing kiln was 31.2meters long, 1.2 to 1.4 meters wide, and leaned along a slope
of about 17 degrees. Its structure is similar to that of Kushikino-Kama and the Korean climbing kilns
built in the end of the 16th century. Kiln wasters, receptacles for disposed broken pieces of pottery,
containing pieces of objects for daily life, such as“sake”bottles, bowls with a pouring lip, mortars, pots,
and jars were found in the vicinity of the climbing kiln. In the same Kkiln wasters, there were also
fragments of bowls and plates of fine quality called Shiro-Satsuma (White Satsuma Pottery) made
from white clay, potteries in the shape of animals, and roof tiles.

Each kiln waster was used in a different period of time. Products from the kiln wasters are roughly
divided into two parts. One is Phase 1 (the first half of the 17th century), and the other is Phase 2 (the
second half of the 17th century).

The technique for making the products of Phase 1 was strongly influenced by the Korean technique
for making pottery around the end of the 16th century. The pottery vessels are thin, and there are
concentric paddled marks inside them created by the process for forming the shape of the pottery.
There are also marks on the rim and base of each piece of pottery created by a shell or a horseshoe-
shaped tool to separate piled up pottery vessels while they were being baked.

The products of Phase 2 were less influenced by the Korean technique for making pottery. The
technique for making them gradually changed to the process used for making present day
Naeshirogawa-Yaki (Naeshirogawa Pottery), a type of Satsuma-Yaki. Pottery vessels became thicker
compared to the products of Phase 1. They have horizontal lines marked by a spatula used for
stroking the pottery after paddling. The shapes of the rims of pots characteristic of Karatsu-Yaki
(Karatsu Pottery) became mainstream. During that time tools used inside the kiln for firing pottery,
such as saggers and setters had started to be used. The discovery of Shiro-Satsuma similar to that
made at Hiyvamidzu-Kama (Kagoshima City), and mortars that have a rim shape similar to pottery
made at Yamamoto-Kama (Kajiki Town), shows that information exchange between Dobira-Kama
and other kilns in Kagoshima Prefecture existed at the time. The discovery of custom-made
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flowerpots used as gifts given to leaders of places outside Satuma-Han, and roof tiles for Tsurumaru
Castle, suggest that Satsuma-Han was involved in the production at Dobira-Kama.

Based on the results of the observation of artifacts, it is estimated that Dobira-Kama started
production no later than the 1620s and ceased production sometime in the second half of the 17th
century. This is believed to be true because pieces of Karatsu-Yaki classified as being produced in the
period from 1580 to 1620 were found in one of the oldest kiln wasters at Dobira-Kama-ato.

Artifacts from Dobira-Kama-Ato inform us about how the Korean method for making pottery in the
end of the 16th century was introduced to Japan, and also how it was gradually changed in response
to the environment and consumer demand of southern Kyushu. Dobira-Kama-Ato is an important site
that contributes to archeological exchange between Japan and Korea.
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